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But giving the woman a fair chance is un-
fortunately the least of the problem in a land
where the family is more important than the
individual. Centuries of tradition are against
her* With this in mind it is only natural
that Dr. Kozumi aims primarily to eliminate
divorce rather than facilitate it, But if it
must be granted it should be granted fairly,
he contends. He is proud that divorce is on
the decrease and feels that the whole matter
is more kindly handled now than when he first
became interested in the divorce problem as a
young law student. He thinks that divorce is
still far too frequent, however, because it is too
easy to obtain. In fact, divorce by mutual consent^
can be had in Japan, if one is in a rush, in
about fifteen minutes, the cost being between ten
and twenty sen. All a person has to do is to
procure the proper form from a notary, fill it in,
sign it, get the unwanted connubial partoet to
sign along with two witnesses and then take or
mail the paper to the ward office. And that is
that* The fee goes to the notary. Far too often
the wife is coerced into consenting though nomi-
nally this is not legal*.
One of the basic reasons divorce is so com-
mon in Japan is the confused tnaimge system,